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February 1, 2020 

 

Dear Church Partners, 

In this packet are seven free lessons for your use. My hope is that you will find this resource helpful for you 
ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘ ǘƘŜ ά/ƘŀƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴέ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ, though none of 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ /ƘŀƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ. While written primarily 
ŦƻǊ ŀ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ŜǊƳƻƴ ŦƻǊƳŀǘΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘ ƭŜǎsons could be used in a Sunday school setting, youth group, 
or even as sermon illustrations! 

In over twenty ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎermon 
ǘƛƳŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΦ  aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎŜǊƳƻƴǎ ǘƻ Ƴȅ άǊŜƎǳƭŀǊέ ǎŜǊƳƻƴǎΗ  WŜǎǳǎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ 
object lessons and word pictures, too, so it should be no surprise to us that this method is highly effectiveτ
surely Jesus knew what he was doing and set an example for us to follow! 

These lessons have been carefully crafted around the stories of the Lenten season (Revised Common 
Lectionary Readings- Year A), how the Easter story impacts our hearts and lives, and the ways in which your 
church can connect to the ministry of Intermountain. I hope this resource blesses you, saves you time in 
preparation, and makes your workload a little lighter. It is my hope that our relationship will truly be a 
ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ Ƴǳǘǳŀƭ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘΦ !ǎ LƴǘŜǊƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΩǎ ŎƘŀǇƭŀƛƴΣ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ 
encouragement in your work with children and families. 

Perhaps you have already visited our website: www.intermountainministry.org ? It has regular posts about 
ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƛƴ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ as well as hosting an ever expanding library 
of resources free for your use! Any feedback or requests for specific types of resources or content are also 
welcome any time. 

{ƻΣ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǿΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪΦ LΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ 
ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Ƴȅ ŎƘŀǇƭŀƛƴΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀǘ LƴǘŜǊƳƻǳƴǘain and the good work you are doing in 
your church and community. 

Blessings, 

 

 

 

 

Chris Haughee, Chaplain 

chrish@intermountain.org or 406-465-9693 

 

http://www.intermountainministry.org/
mailto:chrish@intermountain.org
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Week 1Υ άTests and Timingέ 

Objects needed: Two bags of marshmallows, one 

open so you can hand each child a single marshmallow, 

and the other closed. 

Theme/Main Idea: The temptations that Satan 

confronted Jesus with had more to do with timing than 

anything else. Jesus trusted God the Father to give him 

what he needed and what was his at the appropriate 

time. As we walk through Lent, can we be as patient as we wait on the Lord to meet our needs? 

Presentation:  

άHow many of you like to eat? Mmm-ƳƳƳΧ ƳŜ ǘƻƻΗ L ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ L Ŝŀǘ 

things I know ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǘŀǎǘŜ ƎƻƻŘΗ ώ¢ŀƪŜ ƻǳǘ ƳŀǊǎƘƳŀƭƭƻǿǎΦϐ 

²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜǎŜΚ ¸ŜǇΦ aŀǊǎƘƳŀƭƭƻǿǎΧ ōƛƎ ȅǳƳƳȅ ƳŀǊǎƘƳŀƭƭƻǿǎΦ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΦ 

Would that be okay? But, before I do, what if I told you that you could have one yummy 

ƳŀǊǎƘƳŀƭƭƻǿ ƴƻǿΣ ƻǊΧ LC ȅƻǳ ǿŀƛǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǊǎƘƳŀƭƭƻǿΣ LΩŘ ƳŜŜǘ ȅƻǳ ōŀŎƪ ƘŜǊŜ 

ŀŦǘŜǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎƘƻǿ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǊǎƘƳŀƭƭƻǿΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ф ƳƻǊŜΧ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ 

many? Yes! TEN total marshmallows. What would you say about that? [Pass out the marshmallows, 

wait for responses] 

How many just want to eat the one marshmallow now? [response] How many would rather hold on 

to it and guard it, and then show me after church, earning another 9 marshmallows? [responses] 

Very interesting. Did you know that this is the type of choice that Jesus had before him in the Bible 

lesson today? When Satan tempted Jesus with turning stones to bread, depending on God to send 

angels to protect him from a fall, or the chance to rule all the nations of the woǊƭŘΧ ǿŜƭƭΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘǳŦŦ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ΨL ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘƛǎΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ƛǘ ƴƻǿΦΩ ¢Ƙƛƴƪ 

about it, Jesus created the whole world, so if he wants to change a rock into bread, why not? Jesus 

ƛǎ DƻŘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ {ƻƴΣ ŘŜŀǊƭȅ ƭƻǾŜŘΣ ǎƻ  WŜǎǳǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΣ Ψ²Ƙȅ ƴƻǘ ǘŜǎǘ Ƴȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 

ƭƻǾŜ ōȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎŀǊȅΚΩ !ƴŘΣ ŦƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ DƻŘτKing over everything. So, 

ǊǳƭƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΚ IŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΣ ΨhƪΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜΦ {ƻƳŜŘŀȅ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴe 

ǿƛƭƭ ōƻǿ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƪƴŜŜ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ ǎƻ ǿƘȅ ƴƻǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΚΩ 
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²ƻǿΦ YƛƴŘŀ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅΗ ²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ WŜǎǳǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾƛƭΩǎ ōŀƛǘ 

and give in to one of those tests? I think it was because he knew that all the good things God the 

father wanted for him needed to also come WHEN the Father knows is best. 

Waiting for God can be a tough thing. It can be as tough as holding on to a yummy marshmallow 

ƴƻǿΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ŜǾŜƴ ahw9 ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƛǘΦ .ǳǘΣ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƻǳǊ 

prayers and meet our needs always works out better than trying to get things done on our own. 

[ŜǘΩǎ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ [ŜƴǘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǿŀƛǘ ƻƴ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǳǎ 

and lead us. 

[ŜǘΩǎ ǇǊŀȅΥ 

God, thank you for your presence in each of our lives. Give us patience to wait for all the good things 

you promise to those that love you and place their trust in you. When the little temptations of this 

life come our way, help us not trade in our heavenly treasures for the little trinkets this world can 

give us. Help us hold out for the best, YOUR best Godτfor us, and for our church and our 

community. Lƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƴŀƳŜΣ !ƳŜƴΦέ 

Key Text: Matthew 4:1-11, New International Reader's Version (NIRV) 

4 The Holy Spirit led Jesus into the desert. There the devil tempted him. 2 After 40 days and 

40 nights of going without eating, Jesus was hungry. 
3 The tempter came to him. He said, ñIf you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become 

bread.ò 
4 Jesus answered, ñIt is written, óMan doesnôt live only on bread. He also lives on every word 

that comes from the mouth of God.ôò (Deuteronomy 8:3) 
5 Then the devil took Jesus to the holy city. He had him stand on the highest point of the 

temple. 6 ñIf you are the Son of God,ò he said, ñthrow yourself down. It is written, 

ñóThe Lord will command his angels to take good care of you. They will lift you up in their hands. 

Then you wonôt trip over a stone.ôò (Psalm 91:11,12) 
7 Jesus answered him, ñIt is also written, óDo not put the Lord your God to the test.ôò 

(Deuteronomy 6:16) 
8 Finally, the devil took Jesus to a very high mountain. He showed him all the kingdoms of the 

world and their glory. 9 ñIf you bow down and worship me,ò he said, ñI will give you all of this.ò 
10 Jesus said to him, ñGet away from me, Satan! It is written, óWorship the Lord your God. He 

is the only one you should serve.ôò (Deuteronomy 6:13) 
11 Then the devil left Jesus. Angels came and took care of him. 

 

 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deut.8.3&version=NIRV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps.91.11-Ps.91.12&version=NIRV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deut.6.16&version=NIRV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deut.6.13&version=NIRV
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²ŜŜƪ нΥ ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ōƛƎ ōŀōȅΚέ 

Objects needed: A baby doll, preferably one that looks like a 

newborn infant. 

Theme/Main Idea: Sometimes we want to be so big and grown 

up, we have a hard time realizing that we are like a child to God. 

Just like a baby depends on someone to care for it, we need to 

depend on god to care for us. 

Presentation: 

άI have something today to show you, children, that I bet each of 

you has seen before. There might be some of you who think you are too big to play with this toy any 

more, ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƛƳŜΦ 

Want to see what I am talking about? [Take out baby doll] 

¸ŜǎΗ LǘΩǎ ŀ ōŀōȅ ŘƻƭƭΦ L Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅΩǎ ŜȅŜǎ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎΧ ²ƘŀǘΚ ¸ƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƻƻ 

big and tough to play with a baby doll? [wait for responses] 

L ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ƛŦ Ƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ bƛŎƪ όǎƘƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ bƛŎƻŘŜƳǳǎύ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƳŜǘ WŜǎǳǎΚ ²ŜƭƭΣ ƘŜΩǎ 

sort of my friend, anyways. I know him pretty well from reading about him in the Bible. 

You see, NiŎƻŘŜƳǳǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭŀǿΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǎƳŀǊǘΦ IŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ !Ҍ 

{ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ {ƻΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άDƻŘ-ǎǘǳŦŦέ ŦƛƎǳǊŜŘ ƻǳǘΣ ƘŜ 

recognized that Jesus might have something to teach him! But, as is sometimes the case with really 

ǎƳŀǊǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǎ ƛŦ ƘŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ WŜǎǳǎτa son of a 

carpenter from a back-ǿƻƻŘǎ ǘƻǿƴ ƛƴ DŀƭƛƭŜŜΣ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ 

education as he had. Well, Jesus was probabƭȅ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ōŜ bƛŎƻŘŜƳǳǎΩ ǎƻƴΗ {ƻΣ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ 

ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊȅƛƴƎ ŜȅŜǎΣ bƛŎƻŘŜƳǳǎ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ 

While they talk, Jesus tells Nicodemus something he has a hard time wrapping his considerable 

brain aroundτNicodemus must set aside all he THINKS he knows about God, humble himself, and 

be born again like a little baby! 

²I!¢ΚΗΚ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ŀ ƪƛŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜ 

was a little baby. How many of you have ever been treated like a 

baby and yƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΚ ώŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘϐ 
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You see, Nicodemus had the same reaction we all have when we learn about Jesus. The type of trust 

and dependence on God Jesus wants us to have means we have to set aside all our smarts, our 

talents, our skills, and whatever we think we have learned about God. Jesus said to Nicodemus what 

ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ ǳǎΣ άL ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ōƻǊƴ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ bƻǘ ŀ ǊŜōƛǊǘƘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ƭƛƪŜ bƛŎƻŘŜƳǳǎ 

thought at first, but a spiritual birth that starts the growth of spiritual maturity in your life. And, if 

ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ ǳǇ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǎƛƎƘǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŦŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦΦ 

hƴŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎΧ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƭȅΦ .ǳǘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ 

looks old, like Nicodemus surely ŘƛŘΣ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀ άōƛƎ ōŀōȅέ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǎƛƎƘǘΗ !ƴŘΣ 

ōŜƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ōŀōȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōŀŘ ǘƘƛƴƎΧ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ 

ƭŜŀǊƴΣ ǇǊŀȅΣ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ DƻŘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ȅƻǳΧ ²ŜƭƭΣ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ǳǇ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƭȅΦ !ƴŘ then, 

my friends, no one could call you a big baby in Christ! 

[ŜǘΩǎ ǇǊŀȅΥ 

God, thank you for the change you have brought to each of our lives. For the young ones here, and 

ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǊ ƻƴŜǎ ƻǾŜǊƘŜŀǊƛƴƎΣ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƴȅ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜǘ ŀǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ōƻǊƴ ŀƎŀƛƴ 

by your Spirit have the courage to come to Jesus just as Nicodemus did. Sometimes, God, we have to 

ŀŘƳƛǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ Ŧigured out. We need to be changed from the inside out. Spirit, we thank 

ȅƻǳΣ ŀƭǎƻΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΧ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 

Change for Children cans this Lenten season. Bless our efforts to help the children of Intermountain 

experience the same joy we have in you. Lƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƴŀƳŜΣ !ƳŜƴΦέ 

Key Text: John 3:1-6, New International Reader's Version (NIRV) 

There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus. He was one of the Jewish rulers. 2 He came to Jesus at night 

and said, ñRabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. We know that God is with 

you. If he werenôt, you couldnôt do the miraculous signs you are doing.ò 
3 Jesus replied, ñWhat Iôm about to tell you is true. No one can see Godôs kingdom without being 

born again.ò 
4 ñHow can I be born when I am old?ò Nicodemus asked. ñI canôt go back inside my mother! I canôt 

be born a second time!ò 
5 Jesus answered, ñWhat Iôm about to tell you is true. No one can enter Godôs kingdom without being 

born through water and the Holy Spirit.  6 People give birth to people. But the Spirit gives birth to 

spirit. 7 You should not be surprised when I say, óYou must all be born again.ô 
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²ŜŜƪ оΥ άbŜŜŘ ŀ ŘǊƛƴƪΚέ 

Objects needed: ! ōƻȄ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǘƛƴŜ ŎǊŀŎƪŜǊǎΣ ŀ ōƻǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ όƻǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ōƻǘǘƭŜǎΧ as you might 

want to give each child a bottle) 

Theme/Main Idea: Only Jesus meets the need of a thirsty 

soul.  

Presentation: 

άGood morning! How are you this morning? Are you filling 

up your change cans at home or in your Sunday School 

class? I sure hope so! It makes a big difference in the lives 

of the children at Intermountain. You know what else 

ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΧ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ L ŀƳ ƘǳƴƎǊȅΚ 

 [Take out saltines.] 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΗ CƻƻŘΦ CƻƻŘ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΚΗ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ L 

am so hungry, I aƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΦ ώ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ȅƻǳǊ ά/ƻƻƪƛŜ aƻƴǎǘŜǊέ 

impersonation and shove A LOT of crackers in your mouth].  

Mmm-fff. Uh-ƻƘΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ L ŦƻǊƎƻǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΧ Ƴȅ ƳƻǳǘƘ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘǊȅ ώƛǘΩǎ ōŀŘ ƳŀƴƴŜǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ 

more of an impact on the kids if you say this with the crackers still in your mouth]. I need 

something! What do I need? 

 [wait for responses] 

Yes! Something to drink! Thank goodness you are all here to help take care of me. I have some 

ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜΧ ώǇǳƭƭ out water bottles and open one to drink. Make a BIG deal out 

of how refreshing it is and how much better you are now that you have washed down the crackers] 

Ahh! So much better. You know what? This reminds me of a story from the Bible. Jesus met a 

woman by a well who was really thirsty, too. But, unlike me, she was thirsty for a different reason. It 

ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀŘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǾŜ ŀ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǘƛƴŜǎ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǳǘƘΦ bƻΣ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƳŀŘŜ 

other bad choices. She had made bad choices about relationships with people.  

 



 

© 2020 Chaplain Chris Haughee, intermountainministry.org    

 

She was trying to quench a thirst for love and belonging with other people rather than with God. 

{ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǘǊƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎΦ 

Something was still missing. Down deep in her soul she was SO thirsty. 

And then she met Jesus. 

Jesus told the woman that he could meet her needs. She could know him and grow closer to God 

and she would never have that thirst again. She could stop looking to other people to make her 

happy and fulfilled, and instead she could let Jesus fill up her heart and soul. 

Well, just like me with the saltines, she jumped at the chance to have her thirst quenched! More 

than that, she got so excited about not being thirsty anymore, she thought about all the other 

unhappy and unfulfilled people she knew in her home town. She thoughtτthey are just as 

ƳƛǎŜǊŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǊǎǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳƭǎ ŀǎ L ǿŀǎΧ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŜŜǘ WŜǎǳǎΣ ǘƻƻΗ 

This woman had a lot in common with the children and families we work with at Intermountain. 

{ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ōǊƻƪŜƴ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƎǊƻǿƴ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ 

another person, a caregiver, a child or a parent. Jesus is a big part of the healing that needs to 

ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜs. They need to know that God has put wonderful people 

around us to care for us and love us, but that ultimately there is a thirst for love and belonging that 

only Jesus can meet fully. Only in a relationship with him will our thirst be fully quenched. 

 

LeǘΩǎ ǇǊŀȅΥ 

God, thank you for meeting our needs for relationship, love, and care in your Son, Jesus. Just like the 

woman in the story, it is easy for us to try and fill our needs with things that just leave us thirsting for 

more. We long, Holy Spirit, to be ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΧ CƛƭƭŜŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƧƻȅΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴ 

AFTER she met Jesus, that our love and caring spills out towards others! Continue to bless our efforts 

to fill our change cans for the children at Intermountain, working so hard on their relationships and 

learning more about Jesus every day, just like us. Thank you that we can be part of the answer to 

their longing to have their thirst for true love and acceptance met in relationship with you. Lƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ 

ƴŀƳŜΣ !ƳŜƴΦέ 
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Key Text:  John 4:5-18, 39-42 (NIRV) 

5 [Jesus] came to a town in Samaria called Sychar. It was near the piece of land Jacob had given his 

son Joseph. 6 Jacobôs well was there. Jesus was tired from the journey. So he sat down by the well. It 

was about noon. 

7 A woman from Samaria came to get some water. Jesus said to her, ñWill you give me a drink?ò 
8 His disciples had gone into the town to buy food. 

9 The Samaritan woman said to him, ñYou are a Jew. I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me 

for a drink?ò She said this because Jews donôt have anything to do with Samaritans. 

10 Jesus answered her, ñYou do not know what Godôs gift is. And you do not know who is asking you 

for a drink. If you did, you would have asked him. He would have given you living water.ò 

11 ñSir,ò the woman said, ñyou donôt have anything to get water with. The well is deep. Where can 

you get this living water? 

12 ñOur father Jacob gave us the well. He drank from it himself. So did his sons and his flocks and 

herds. Are you more important than he is?ò 

13 Jesus answered, ñAll who drink this water will be thirsty again. 14 But anyone who drinks the water 

I give him will never be thirsty. In fact, the water I give him will become a spring of water in him. It 

will flow up into eternal life.ò 

15 The woman said to him, ñSir, give me this water. Then I will never be thirsty. And I wonôt have to 

keep coming here to get water.ò 

16 He told her, ñGo. Get your husband and come back.ò 

17 ñI have no husband,ò she replied. 

Jesus said to her, ñYou are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you have had five 

husbands. And the man you have now is not your husband. What you have just said is very true.ò 

 

39 Many of the Samaritans from the town of Sychar believed in Jesus. They believed because of the 

womanôs witness. She said, ñHe told me everything Iôve ever done.ò 

40 Then the Samaritans came to him and tried to get him to stay with them. So he stayed two days. 
41 Because of his words, many more people became believers. 

42 They said to the woman, ñWe no longer believe just because of what you said. We have now heard 

for ourselves. We know that this man really is the Savior of the world.ò 
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²ŜŜƪ пΥ ά.ƭƛƴŘ aŀƴΩǎ .ƭǳŦŦέ 

Objects needed: A blindfold. 

Theme/Main Idea: Temporary blindness might be fun, like when we put on a blindfold for a game. But 

just like being blind presents some real difficulties in life, being spiritually blind is a great danger for many 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ άǎŜŜέ WŜǎǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƻ ƘŜ ƛǎΥ DƻŘΩǎ {ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ {ŀǾƛƻǊΗ  

Presentation: 

άHave you ever played Ψ.ƭƛƴŘ aŀƴΩǎ .ƭǳŦŦΚΩ aŀȅōŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ 

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΧ L ƪƴƻǿ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƪƛŘǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ 

ΨaŀǊŎƻ tƻƭƻΦΩ ¢ƘŜȅ ōƻǘƘ ǿƻǊƪ ƪƛƴŘŀ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ 

ƛǘ ŎƭƻǎŜǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȅŜǎΣ ƻǊ ƛƴ Ψ.ƭƛƴŘ aŀƴΩǎ .ƭǳŦŦΩ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜŀǊ ŀ ōƭƛƴŘŦƻƭŘΦ 

The ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ǎŎŀǘǘŜǊ ƻǳǘΦ ¢ƘŜƴΣ ƛƴ .ƭƛƴŘ aŀƴΩǎ .ƭǳŦŦΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ 

ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǎǇƛƴǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ р ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ȅŜƭƭǎ ΨŦǊŜŜȊŜΦΩ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ 

Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ǌŀƴ ǘƻΦ ¢ƘŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ ΨōƭƛƴŘ ƳŀƴΩ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƻǳǘΣ Ψ.ƭƛƴŘ aŀƴΩǎΧΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ 

respond from their pƭŀŎŜǎΣ Ψ.ƭǳŦŦΗΩ ¢ƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ŘƛǎƎǳƛǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǾŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǇƻǘǎΣ ŀǎ 

ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŜŜǘ ǎǘŀȅ ǎǘƛƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨƛǘΩ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ .ƭƛƴŘ aŀƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ 

ōȅ ǘƘŜ ōƭƛƴŘŦƻƭŘŜŘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎΣ ƎǊƻǇƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ Ψ.ƭƛƴŘ aŀƴΩǎΧΩ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴ 

until they find someone. [Take out blindfold] 

Do I have a volunteer to wear the blindfold today? [wait for a volunteer] Okay, I am going to tie this 

ōƭƛƴŘŦƻƭŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜŜΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉƭay the game right now, 

because I am not sure that would be safe in this setting, but I do want to know how you feel right 

ƴƻǿΧ Iƻǿ Ƙŀǎ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƭƛƴŘŦƻƭŘ ƻƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΚ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ 

is sitting? Do you think you could find your way back to your family in the pews? [wait for 

responses] 

IŜǊŜΣ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ǎƛǘ ŘƻǿƴΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛǘΚ bƻΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƻΦ IŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻΣ ǎƛǘ ƘŜǊŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ 

hƪŀȅΧ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǎκƘŜ ƛǎ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ ƛƴΣ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ōƭƛƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ WŜǎǳǎ ƘŜŀƭŜŘΦ bƻǿΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ 

were plenty of blind folks that regained their sight when Jesus healed them, but this story was a 

little different. Jesus healed this guy by spitting on the ground, making some mud, spreading it on 

his eyes, and then sending him to go wash it off! 

The man was healed, his sight given to him for the very first time!  
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You see, he had been born blind. The Bible says he went home to seeτfor the very first time!τhis 

family. He wŀǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǎƻ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŦƻǊƎƻǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ WŜǎǳǎΧ ƻǊΣ ƳŀȅōŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 

what he looked like, he figured it was foolish to go running off after Jesus when he could just go 

home and share the good news of his healing! 

Well, at least he thought it was good news. Apparently, not too many others in the story thought so. 

Iƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ōƻǊƴ ōƭƛƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ 

religious leaders in town were upset that he had been healed by Jesus and that he thought Jesus 

ǿŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ {ƻƴΦ Iƛǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎτhis own parents!τeven distanced themselves from him because they 

were afraid of all the attention and possible trouble having their son healed by Jesus might bring. 

Wow. All this man wanted to do was to share his joy at seeing for the first time, and everyone 

around him was upset and angry! How discouraging. They wanted this man to call Jesus a sinner and 

ŘŜƴȅ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎƛŀƘΣ DƻŘΩǎ {ƻƴΦ ¢ƻ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜǇƭȅ, άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀ 

sinner or not. I do know ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎΦ L ǿŀǎ ōƭƛƴŘΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǿ L Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜΗέ 

[take the blindfold off of the volunteer] 

All of us who have put our trust in Jesus to lead us and to take away our sins can say the same 

ǘƘƛƴƎΧ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ōƭƛƴŘΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǿ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜΦ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ WŜǎǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƻ ƘŜ ƛǎτDƻŘΩǎ {ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ 

Savior. 

[ŜǘΩǎ ǇǊŀȅΥ 

άGod, thank you for giving us the ability to see Jesus for who He is, our Lord and Savior. Sometimes 

change is difficult for people to accept, especially if they are used to knowing us as the bad kid in 

school, or the not-as-good child in the family. When you come into our lives, Jesus, you change 

things. We start to become new people. The change can be as dramatic as someone going from 

blindness to sight! Help us, and help the children Intermountain works with to experience the same 

healing and joy the man in the story had. Give them each a similar story, so when they are tempted 

by others to say that you are not such a big deal, Jesus, they can sayτΨ.ƛƎ ŘŜŀƭ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΣ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘƛǎΧ 

once I was lost, hurting, broken in my relationships and my thinking about who I was and my worth 

ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎƛƎƘǘΦ .ǳǘ ƴƻǿΚ bƻǿ L ƪƴƻǿ L ŀƳ ƭƻǾŜŘΣ L ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƘƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 

ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦΩ Lƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƴŀƳŜΣ !ƳŜƴΦέ 
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Key Text:  John 9:1-25 (NIrV)  

As Jesus went along, he saw a man who was blind. He had been blind since he was born. 2 Jesusô 

disciples asked him, ñRabbi, who sinned? Was this man born blind because he sinned? Or did his 

parents sin?ò 

3 ñIt isnôt because this man sinned,ò said Jesus. ñIt isnôt because his parents sinned. This happened so 

that Godôs work could be shown in his life. 4 While it is still day, we must do the work of the One 

who sent me. Night is coming. Then no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the 

world.ò 

6 After he said this, he spit on the ground. He made some mud with the spit. Then he put the mud on 

the manôs eyes. 

7 ñGo,ò he told him. ñWash in the Pool of Siloam.ò Siloam means Sent. 

So the man went and washed. And he came home able to see. 

8 His neighbors and those who had earlier seen him begging asked questions. ñIsnôt this the same man 

who used to sit and beg?ò they asked. 

9 Some claimed that he was. 

Others said, ñNo. He only looks like him.ò 

But the man who had been blind kept saying, ñI am the man.ò 

10 ñThen how were your eyes opened?ò they asked. 

11 He replied, ñThe man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to 

Siloam and wash. So I went and washed. Then I could see.ò 

12 ñWhere is this man?ò they asked him. 

ñI donôt know,ò he said. 

 

The Pharisees Want to Know What Happened 

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 The day Jesus made the mud and 

opened the manôs eyes was a Sabbath. 15 So the Pharisees also asked him how he was able to see. 

ñHe put mud on my eyes,ò the man replied. ñThen I washed. And now I can see.ò 

16 Some of the Pharisees said, ñJesus has not come from God. He does not keep the Sabbath day.ò 

But others asked, ñHow can a sinner do such miraculous signs?ò 
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So the Pharisees did not agree with each other. 

17 Finally they turned again to the blind man. ñWhat do you have to say about him?ò they asked. ñIt 

was your eyes he opened.ò 

The man replied, ñHe is a prophet.ò 

18 The Jews still did not believe that the man had been blind and now could see. So they sent for his 

parents. 19 ñIs this your son?ò they asked. ñIs this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now 

he can see?ò 

20 ñWe know he is our son,ò the parents answered. ñAnd we know he was born blind. 21 But we donôt 

know how he can now see. And we donôt know who opened his eyes. Ask him. He is an adult. He can 

speak for himself.ò 

22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews. The Jews had already decided that 

anyone who said Jesus was the Christ would be put out of the synagogue. 23 That was why the manôs 

parents said, ñHe is an adult. Ask him.ò 

24 Again they called the man who had been blind to come to them. ñGive glory to God by telling the 

truth!ò they said. ñWe know that the man who healed you is a sinner.ò 

25 He replied, ñI donôt know if he is a sinner or not. I do know one thing. I was blind, but now I can 

see!ò 
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²ŜŜƪ рΥ άLǘΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƻǾŜǊ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǾŜǊΦέ 

Objects needed: A variety of sports balls 

Theme/Main Idea: ̧ ƻƎƛ .ŜǊǊŀ ƻƴŎŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLǘ ŀƛƴΩǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƭ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǾŜǊΣέ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 

ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǎƳŀƭƭ ΨŜƴŘƛƴƎǎΩ ǿŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜΥ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 

year end, we move away and lose a good friend, a favorite 

pet passes away. Endings are difficult. But, because we 

know Jesus, we have the assurance that even these 

ΨŜƴŘƛƴƎǎΩ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊΗ 

Presentation:  

άWho here likes to play games? Who enjoys sports? 

Yes, a lot of you. Well, who can tell me when you 

ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊΚ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΧ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ȅƻǳ 

play a game to a certain score or play on the board, 

and sometimes there is a time limit and when the time runs out, the game is over. I have brought 

ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘΧ ώ¢ŀƪŜ ƻǳǘ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ōŀƭƭǎΣ ƎŀƳŜǎΣ ŜǘŎΦϐ 

What games do we play with these items? [Hold up one item/ball] If we played a game with this, 

how would we know when we were done? [wait for responses] 

All very good responses, thank you. With most things like games or sporting events, it is easy to tell 

when the game is over. And, unless its hockey or soccer, there is usually a winning team and a losing 

team. The end of the game settles any question about who was the best that day. 

In the Bible story today, we see a story that is anything but a game for the people involved. All 

friends of Jesus, two sisters had lost their brother. Lazarus had died. Mary and Martha were very 

upset, maybe even more so because they knew that if Jesus had come just a few days earlier, he 

ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀƭŜŘ [ŀȊŀǊǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŘŜŀŘΦ .ǳǘΣ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǊŜōƻŀǊŘ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ άлΥллΦέ ¢ƛƳŜ 

was up. Lazarus had been dead for four days. Death was a winner once again, and life had lost. 

But, then Jesus did something amazing. After crying for the pain he saw his friends were in, and for 

the pain he was in for knowing Lazarus had dies, he told Mary and Martha that God would be given 

glory in this situation because Lazarus would live! Death might have thought it had won, but Jesus 

was greater than death. 
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How amazing would it have been to be there by the graveside when Lazarus was called out? After a 

ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǿƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎΧ ƴƻǿΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ 

was hope that Jesus was bigger than death and the grave? Incredible! 

This story is given to us for a number of reasons, I think. One reason would be to show us that no 

matter what, Jesus is bigger than death. We can trust him. Sometimes the people we pray for and 

ŀǎƪ DƻŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭ ƎŜǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦ ! ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ !ƴŘΣ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ŎŀǎŜǎΣ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ōŜǎǘΧ 

even if all we can do is look at the scoreboard, see that time is up, and that it LOOKS like death has 

ǿƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘƻǊȅΧ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǇǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ 

ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜΣ ƪƛƴŘŀ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜǎΚ ά! ǇǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΣέ ǘƘŜȅ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ 

announce. In showing everyone that he had power over death, Jesus raised Lazarus so his followers 

could have hope and believe that when he died on the cross and was buried that he too would be 

ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ŘŜŀǘƘΗ !ƴŘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǿŜ know that we can live forever 

with God, our sins forgiven and forgotten by God. That is good news. 

{ƻΣ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘƛǎΧ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǊŜōƻŀǊŘ ǎŀȅǎΦ LǘΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƻǾŜǊ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǾŜǊΦ !ƴŘΣ ŘŜŀǘƘ 

ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΦ ²ƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨust the beginning of a life forever with God in 

heaven. 

[ŜǘΩǎ ǇǊŀȅΥ 

God, thank you for giving us victory in Jesus. We can win, no matter what life hands us, because we 

know that death and the grave have been defeated. So help us not have the attitude of those who 

have lost, depressed in spirit and downhearted because we think there is no hope. NO! We trust that 

there is always hope, for us and for all people. Lƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƴŀƳŜΣ !ƳŜƴΦέ 

 

Key Text:  John 11:17-44, NIrV 
17 When Jesus arrived, he found out that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 
18 Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem. 19 Many Jews had come to Martha and Mary. 

They had come to comfort them because their brother was dead. 

20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him. But Mary stayed at home. 

21 ñLord,ò Martha said to Jesus, ñI wish you had been here! Then my brother would not have died. 
22 But I know that even now God will give you anything you ask for.ò 

23 Jesus said to her, ñYour brother will rise again.ò 

24 Martha answered, ñI know he will rise again. This will happen 

when people are raised from the dead on the last day.ò 
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25 Jesus said to her, ñI am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will live, even if 

he dies. 26 And those who live and believe in me will never die. Do you believe this?ò 

27 ñYes, Lord,ò she told him. ñI believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God. I believe that you are 

the One who was supposed to come into the world.ò 

28 After she said this, she went back home. She called her sister Mary to one side to talk to her. ñThe 

Teacher is here,ò Martha said. ñHe is asking for you.ò 

29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Jesus had not yet entered the village. 

He was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 Some Jews had been comforting Mary in the 

house. They noticed how quickly she got up and went out. So they followed her. They thought she 

was going to the tomb to cry there. 

32 Mary reached the place where Jesus was. When she saw him, she fell at his feet. She said, ñLord, I 

wish you had been here! Then my brother would not have died.ò 

33 Jesus saw her crying. He saw that the Jews who had come along with her were crying also. His 

spirit became very sad, and he was troubled. 

34 ñWhere have you put him?ò he asked. 

ñCome and see, Lord,ò they replied. 

35 Jesus sobbed. 

36 Then the Jews said, ñSee how much he loved him!ò 

37 But some of them said, ñHe opened the eyes of the blind man. Couldnôt he have kept this man from 

dying?ò 

38 Once more Jesus felt very sad. He came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone in front of the 

entrance. 

39 ñTake away the stone,ò he said. 

ñBut, Lord,ò said Martha, the sister of the dead man, ñby this time there is a bad smell. Lazarus has 

been in the tomb for four days.ò 

40 Then Jesus said, ñDidnôt I tell you that if you believed, you would see Godôs glory?ò 

41 So they took away the stone. 

Then Jesus looked up. He said, ñFather, I thank you for hearing me. 42 I know that you always hear 

me. But I said this for the benefit of the people standing here. I said it so they will believe that you 

sent me.ò 

43 Then Jesus called in a loud voice. He said, ñLazarus, come out!ò 

44 The dead man came out. His hands and feet were wrapped with strips of linen. A cloth was around 

his face. 

Jesus said to them, ñTake off the clothes he was buried in and let him 

go.ò 
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Week 6/Palm SundayΥ άtŜǘ ǊƻŎƪǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƭƪέ 

Objects needed: LŦ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ŀ άǇŜǘ ǊƻŎƪέ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȅŜǎΣ ƳƻǳǘƘΣ ŜǘŎ. LŦ ƴƻǘ ŀ άǇŜǘ ǊƻŎƪΣέ 

then just any old rock will do!  

Theme/Main Idea: Jesus wants us to use our words and 

actions to show that we ƪƴƻǿ IŜ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ {ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ 

Savior. 

Presentation: 

άGood morning, boys and girls! I have a question for you 

ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ōƻȄΦ IŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎΧ Iƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ 

of you have a pet?  

[Kids raise hands, possibly offering the kids of pets they have and their names, etc. Let the children 

answer, but cut the responses short if it goes more than 20-30 secs. One way to involve all the 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ άǇƻƭƭέ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƪƛŘǎ ǊŀƛǎŜ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǇŜǘǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜΥ 

dogs, cats, birds, turtles, etc.] 

Well, my pet is here in this box. It is very well behaved. Would you like to see it? 

 ώ¢ŀƪŜ ǊƻŎƪ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄ ȅƻǳ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ƛƴΣ ƻǊ ōŀƎΣ ƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƻŎƪŜǘΧ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊΦϐ 

What is it? [A rock!] What do you think of my pet? [Kids might think it is silly, fǳƴƴȅΣ ŘǳƳōΧϐ 

{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ Ƴȅ ǇŜǘΦ .ǳǘ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΥ 

Lƴ мфтрΧ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƛŘǎΣ L ƪƴƻǿΧ ƛƴ мфтрΣ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƴŀƳŜŘ DŀǊȅ 5ŀƘƭ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ 

with his friends who were all complaining about their pets. They complained about feeding, paying 

ǾŜǘ ōƛƭƭǎΣ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜƳΧ ŀƭƭ ǎƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ DŀǊȅ ƧƻƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǊƻŎƪ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǇŜǘΣ 

and a few months later he started selling pet rocks! You may think the idea is silly, but he sold 

enough of them that he became a millionaire. Wow! Apparently a lot of people thought a rock 

would make a great pet, too. 

.ǳǘΣ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳΧ Ŏŀƴ ŀ ǊƻŎƪ Ǉƭŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΚ ώbhΦϐ /ŀƴ ƛǘ ŦŜǘŎƘ ŀ ǎǘƛŎƪ ƻǊ Ǌƻƭƭ ƻǾŜǊΚ ώbhϐΦ Lǎ ƛǘ Ŧǳƴ 

ǘƻ ŎǳŘŘƭŜ ǿƛǘƘΚ ώbhΗϐ hƪŀȅΧ ƻƴŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΧ ŘƻŜǎ ŀ ǊƻŎƪ make any noise? Like, can it talk or 

bark or sing or say anything? [NO!!!] 


